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1 . WITH ANNOUNCEMENT TODAY THAT UK ELECTIONS WILL NOT BE 
SECRET 
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HELD IN OCTOBER, OBJECTIONS IN PARA 5 REFTEL D ARE NOW OBE. 

WE HOPE THAT CONSIDERATION BY HMG WILL OCCUR 
SOONEST. 

2. INFORMAL INQUIRIES BY THE MEDIA INDICATE THAT THE 
DEPLOYMENT MAY BE BROUGHT INTO THE OPEN AT ANY TIME. PUBLIC 
REACTION MAY BE REDUCED IF WE ARE ABLE TO PREEMPT A 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


SENSATIONALIZED DISCLOSURE WITH A LOW-KEY RELEASE. AT THE 
VERY LEAST. WE SHOULD HAVE A COORDINATED US-UK-FRG POSITION 
ESTABLISHED IN THE EVENT A PREMATURE LEAK OCCURS. 

3. REGARDING UK QUESTIONS RAISED IN PARA 3 REFTEL D, 
AMMUNITION IS BEING PREPOSITIONED IN SUFFICIENT TIME TO 
INSURE ITS AVAILABILITY UPON ARRIVAL OF THE A-10'S IN 
JANUARY. IN ADDITION, US A-10'S CURRENTLY COMMITTED TO 
DEPLOY TO EUROPE TO REINFORCE NATO IN A CRISIS SITUATION 

WOULD REQUIRE THE MUNITIONS BE IN PLACE. SINCE THE 
INITIAL SHIPMENT OF MUNITIONS WILL BE STORED IN THE FRG, 
COMPLETE DETAILS OF HANDLING AND TRANSPORTATION IN THE UK 
HAVE NOT YET BEEN DETERMINED AND WOULD NOT BE NECESSARY 
FOR THE INITIAL ANNOUNCEMENT. 

4. CONTINGENT UPON AGREEMENT BY THE FRG TO ANNOUNCE THE 
DEPLOYMENT, WE WOULD HOPE FOR A UK AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE 
TO STABALLOY DEPLOYMENT IN BRITAIN. RESPONSE TO MEDIA 
QUERIES ON HANDLING AND TRANSPORTATION IN THE UK COULD BE 
DELAYED TO A LATER DATE. 

CHRISTOPHER 


SECRET 
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